
PHILIP D. GRECO 

NUMISMATIST 


Specializing in Colonial and Early American private, state and federal coins, tokens and medals 

Post Office Box 74 Somerville 44, Massachusetts 



December 18, 1962 


Dear Eric, 

Unfortimately, the T and U reverses were mixed 
up on the paste up plate. All the others are correct. 
Incidentally, the 6-A combination was left out on the 
reference listing. 

Have been notified that one of the unlisted dies 
has been found. However, I have’nt bee’^ able to have 
the piece sent to me for verification If and when I 
do receive it, I then hope to send ph os of it to 
everyone who received the plates as wexl as notify 
them of the two errors. Unfortunately, the cost of a 
new plate is prohibitive. 

The 6-H on the plates appears to be the Crosby 
5-H according to some evidence Just uncovered. 

Let me know if you should come across anything new. 
Best Wishes for the New Year. 

Sincerely,^ 


WANT LISTS INVITED FROM SERIOUS COLLECTORS 





MASSACHUSETTS CONVERSION TABLE 

copyright 19^2 


PLATE I 


New 

Ryder 

Crosby 

1- A 

2- B 

3- B 

2a-F 

2a-F 

6-G 

6-G 

4-B 

3-G 

3-a 

5-B 

2b-G 

2b-G 

5-C 

2b-A 

2b-A 

5-D 

2b-E 

2b-E 

5-E 

2b-C 

2b-C 

6-E 

4-C 

4-C 

6-G 

4-D 

4-D 

6-H 

—- 


7-H 

12-1 

12-1 

7-1 

12-H 

12-H 

7-J 

7-K 

7-L 

12-K 

12-K 

12-M 

12-M 

8-L 

9-M 

.... 

9-L 

7-M 

7-M 

10-L 


.... 

11-L 

— 

9-M 

HALF 

CENT PLATE 

New 

Ryder 

Crosby 

1-A 

1-D 

1-D 

2-A 

6-D 

6-D 

2-B 

6-A 

6-A 

3-B 

3-A 

3-A 

4-B 

2-A 

2-A 

v5-B 

>6-C 

5-A 

5-A 

4-C 

4-C 

6-D 

4-B 

4-B 

1-A 

1-A 

1-A 

1-B 

1-B 

1-B 


PIA.TE II 



New 

Ryder 

Crosby 

12-M 

10-L 

10-L 

13-N 

13-N 

—.. 

14-N 

6-N 

6-N 

15-0 

3-A 

3-A 

15-P 

3“E 

3-E 

16-P 

11-E 

11-E 

16-Q 

11-F 

11-F 


SkSx 

SxR 

16-R 

11-C 

11-C 

17-R 

8-C 

8-C 

18-S 

4-G 

4-G 

19-T 

2-3 

2-B 

20-U 

1-D 

1-D 

100-AA 

5-1 

5-1 

100-BB 

14-f 


101-CC 

7-H 

7-H 

103-DD 

1-B 

1-B 


Unlisted dies are extant. Crosby listed 
an obverse 5 of 1788 tn ccn:blnatlon with 
the H reverse^I reverse on plate). No Ir- 
formatlon has yet been found conccrniiig 
it. Another dleac, probably a 1788 ob¬ 
verse in combination with reverse L, is 
definitely extant but as yet unknown. 

New combinations are probable; among 
them shoiad be; 14-0, 1^-S and 13-M. 

All new and unlisted Information per¬ 
tinent to this series is kindly requested 
to be sent to P, Greco, ?,,0<, Box 74, 
Somerville 44, Massachusetts. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 27, 1972 


Mr. Bernard A, Edison 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Bernard: 


Due to your enthusiastic interest in numismatics, 
it is my pleasure to advise you that you have been elected 
to membership in Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society. 

This entitles you to use the library and the col¬ 
lection of the organization for research purposes under such 
rules as the directors or the president may from time to time 
promulgate. 

We hope you will enjoy this participation. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 



Eri« P. Newman, President 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



CONVERSATION BETWEEN BERNARD EDISON AND ERIC NEWMAN ON APRIL 12, 1976 : 


Eric Newman said they do have insurance. He told them they better raise 
the limits of their insurance and that he has writtem them to get details 
of their insurance policy. 




The American Numismatic -Society 

(FOUNDED 1858 • I NCORPORATED 1865) 

Broadway- between -155t«-and-156th-5ts- 

riEWYORK-N.Y. 10032 

(Date) 


The American Numismatic Societ-y 
Broadway at 155th Street 
New York, New York 10032 

Gentlemen: 


I agree to the following: that The American Numismatic 
Society exercise with respect to my property the same precautions 
as they do in the case of comparable objects forming a part of their 
own collections, and that they shall not otherwise be liable for its 
safekeeping or preservation. 


My property which I am depositing with The American 
Numismatic Society on temporary loan consists of: 










(Signature) 
(Name) 


(Address) 


4 . 



P. AJecomr/tz 


^ Cea// 

iil^ U! 


We have received on temporary deposit from y /? 
the above mentioned coins. 


- 

Marg^^t^hompson 
Chief Curator 
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FROM THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 
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FROM THE DESK OF BERNARD EDISON 
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From the desk of 
ERIC P. MEmM 


URIC P. NLWMAN NUMISMATIC UI3UCAT10N SOCIUTY 

6^50 Cecil .Airiiuc, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 16, 1978 


Mr. Hsrvey Stack 
Stack'8 

123 W. 57th Street 
New York, NY lOOlS 

Dear liarvey: 

I don't know whether you or Nonaan wrote the 1801, 1802 
and 1803 dollar discussion in your SeptenJ>er 8, 1978 sale catalog, 
but I presume someone enjoyed trying to use the needle. 

As to when conflict of interest morality was practiced I 
believe you will find that nothing has changed over the years. Franlclln 
Peale was criticized and discharged from the Mint for conflict of interest 
during the 1804 dollar manufacturing period. The Mint officials kept 
the 1804 dollar matter secret because they were afraid to disclose their 
wrongful action and even covered up the facts with lies and affidavits 
for years thereafter. The Fantastic 1804 Dollar was written over 16 years 
ago and long before the Nixon era of immorality was exposed and could 
not have been affected by more modern matters. Thus, I would say a priori 
that your comr.ents on morality changes may not be historically sound. 

It Is also interesting to note your coninent that within a 
couple of weeks dies can rust in Philadelphia. The humidity didn't seem 
to affect the dies wiiich were retained for many years in the 19th century 
and used for restriking. They are listed on page 85 of our book. It is 
also known that the people in Philadelphia are die hards and have iron 
constitutions, if my history isn't rusty. 

In any event, please be nice enough to send to me one additional 
copy of your catalog so that I can have an original of your catalog with 
ny 1804 file as well as with my standard file covering your auctions as a 
tjhole. A photocopy of such a blast might deteriorate. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 

cc: Mr. Kenneth Bressett 


NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
)F COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



XEROX COPY TO BERNARD EDISON 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EIXICATION SOCIETY 


6^5(1 Cecil Avenue, St. l.ouis 5, .^li^souri 


December 14, 1978 


Mr. Virgil Hancock 
Box 936 

Bellaire, TX 77401 
Dear Virgil: 

Your November 22, 1978 inquiry about half cents came to the 
right place, cousin, Bernard Edison, is a specialist in the half 
cent field, both as a collector and a scholar. 

As you know the 1796 Dr. Frank Smith Edwards pieces are forgeries 
without any connection with the Mint dies or the Mint people. It is a 
copy created from manually cut dies. The Red Book so states. 

All of the 1831, 1836, 1840-49 inclusive, and 1852 restrikes were 
struck at the Mint with Mint made dies. The connivance at the Mint with 
politicians and for personal benefit was profuse. 

The 1811 half cent restrike is neither fish nor foul. The dies 
were made at the Mint, apparently sold as junk and used outside the Mint 
by Mickley to strike the pieces. We feel that restrike is the best word 
even for the 1811 pieces with improper reverses. 

The question as to the truth in advertising is now yours to 

decide. 


My best for the holidays. 



Eric P. Newman 


jah 


See: Cohen, p. 101-102 
Breen, p. 255-263 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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1783. Nova Constellatio Pattern Bit. 
r Maitioned and discussed throughout 
Woodward's correspondence in 1885. 


father with the coin dealers of that 
earlier period! They were only/ 
found in the 1950's, long after his 
death, underneath numerous 
inventory lists and business letters 
from the Garrett interests during 
the I880's. 

The Bit was again offered at 
auction in Woodward's 83rd Sale, 
the Twining Collection, April 
27-29, 1886, as Lot 1064 (preceded 
three lots earlier by the 1607 "John 
Law" Quarter Crown offered 
Garrett in the Dec. 24 letter): 



S there neM^y 40 years earlier, for he 
never kne\^f the existence of 
^ these corres^dence files of his 
Vj __ \ 

1064 1 783 Bit or BUI, or piece of 100 units. 0nique pattern coin of the 

United Stqtes. An eye on a plain field within n glory or sun of thirteen 
points, between the points thirteen ^t'ars forming a circle, legend, 
jh NOVA COfi^TELLATIO”, rev., c^reath of olive leaves enclosing 

r\ letters U.S\and the figures 100, legend, "LIBERTAS fUSTITIA, 

. 1783." Size 11, \eight 27 grain/or nearly. The edge of the coin 

^ orriamented with^af-work. This coin was offered for sale in the 

^ Addenda to my sah.No. 73/tmd was limited to a starting bid of 

$550.00, for want of\hi(m it was withdrawn. It is now offered, 
wthout limit, for positWsale, /ha ve declined an actual cash offer of 
^ S3M.00 from a dealerAqd a conditional offer of $400.00 from a 

' ^cp^cfor. A much fimer hxount of the piece may be found in the 

Addei^a referred ta( a copy\f which will be sent free on application. 
^ The obverse of tMpiece is illustrated in my Catalogue No. 73, and 

3 ike reverse ts-UI/strated in thi^Catalogue, copies of which, with one 

^ or more plate^pWiUbe forWah^ on receipt of order, for 35 cenis. ” 

The "conditional ,d|fer" of $400 


a f 


must have been frpi^ Garrett, and 
have been dealt yi^ith in missing 
letters of early 18^. The Bit did, 
indeed, sell in thy 83rd Sale, but it 
realized only $;^2, passing into 
Parmelee's co^ction with the 
^ other three I^vas. After being 
. "bought in"^y Parmelee they were 
eventually iold, circa 1904, to 
Ellsworth/coming thence to 
Garrett in March, 1923. At that 
T time ^ Bit cost John Garrett 
O $1,0^ though he sold off his other 
spec^en—plain edge—for $2,200 

H w^h more than covered it. 

/t is noteworthy that at no point 
md any further information surface 
ytonceming the mysterious "old 
/ Scotch collector" who had 
/ "recently died," the original Bit 
coming to light in the subsequent 
"auction" of his estate, probably 
"in Glasgow." Even today the 
standard reference works list only 


Vn "old Scottish collection" as 
^rce for the Bit. Yet this need not 
m^n that Woodward was unable 
to fmd out anything further. In fact, 
thereNis a fair likelihood that both 
he ana\certain oth^rs^Randall 
amongs*. them—found Tout rather 
more than, they wanted, andho^too 
long after me 1886 sale in whicfe^ 
Parmelee bought the Bit! 

By a happy\hance, while reading 
my way throuto some old British 
auction catalogues of the 1880's 
during the Sumider of 1977, I 
encountered the eclogue of a sale 
held in Birmingham\England, at 
the end of Novembers886: 
catalogued and owned ^ E. 
Shorthouse, Esq., of tha^ity and 
auctioned by Ludlow, Roberts &. 
Wheeler, the title page reproduced 
elsewhere in this article. ThXg 
the sale consisted of the Gree^ 
Roman, Anglo-Saxon, Scotch an 
English pieces in Shorthouse's 


560 THE NUMISMATIST 




roteresting 5-page discussion 

•SSS 5 -&* 
SKSip- 

here 

^ :aljgue seems to have had an 


?h«e is a copy in the A.h^ 
Libra^, 

_::^^eas=d,ob=abe.o 
present here, in the words of the 

numismatist who s^nt the Bit to 

Woodward, the story of its origin, 
acquisition and disposal. 


CATALOGUE 

GREEK, ROMAN, ANGLO-SAXON, SCOTCH 

gSGLlSH COINS 

r. a w TT SHOUTHOTJSE, E«q., Member of the 
Formed by E. SHOK 

London Numismatic Society -.-Embracing many 

and PATTERN PIECES, which have not been o 
PUBLIC COMPETITION FOB SOME TEARS. 


to he Sold b» Ruction, b» 

< LUDLOW, ROBERTS & WELLER. 

o at their house, 

Ko. 18, NBW STBBET, BIBMINGHAM, 

' Railway Station), 

C On MOSDAT, the 29th of November, 1886, and 

t“.:™gdap,atO„e.-cl.clpromy., 

















Titli.%JuUUi 
Cfoal Office CBox 2-468 
O^cJm O^eael, ^loriJa 33-480 


October 2, 1981 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Loxiis, Missoiori 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

As you know, there has recently been considerable activity in several 
geographical areas in the U. S. regarding the 1804 Silver Dollars. 

Ohe FBI presently has two 1804 Silver Dollars in custcx^. 

In connection with these recent happenings, Mr. du Pont is seeking to 
gather as much information as he can frcxn reliable sources in order 
to aid and assist the FBI in their follow-throu^ on these coin re¬ 
coveries. Hence this request. 

Wauld it be possible to obtain a oopy of your 1962 publication en¬ 
titled Fantastic 1804 Dollar . Since this book included pictures 
of two 1804 Dollars vMch were in Mr. du Pent's collection at the 
time it was stolen, Mr. du Pont is naturally desirous of obtaining 
either the negatives to those photographs so that he can have blown 
rp prints made or, in the alternative, he would be most pleased to 
reinburse you,or vhomever mi^t be in possession of the negatives, 
for the cost of prints. 

I am writing this letter at the request of Mr. du Pont since he is 
presently out of town. Hewever, he requested that I convey to you 
his appreciation for your help in the past and any aid you might be 
able to provide in this particular matter. 



Very truly yours. 


HG:pt 



BERNARD A. EDISON 


#30 Southmoor Drive 
St. Louis, MO 63105 

July 6, 1982 


Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Gentlemen: 

Please accept the enclosed check for $1,250 as 
a contribution, in the hopes that it will assist 
the Society in carrying on its splendid work. 


Very sincerely. 


Bernard Edison 


rmt 

enclosure (check $1,250 ) Mercantile,check #1233 


To _ 

Date Time 9;.J7 

WHILE YOU WERE OUT 

M _ 


of_ 

Phone 


Telephoned 


Please Return Call 


Called To See You 


Will Call Again 


Wanted To See You 


Returned Your Call 






































nn 

H 

- 


V ^ 



^ /? 



6 D 


HU 




1 U 

La^x^ _^ 


/ 3 

>^/ 




ji 


ALAyyLl 



















Cinin, -f-r-ifO 


-— 

|>A.<rt::pA--o‘-^S- lAj A-Aa-/)-^>j-' 4--A_ 

UA-6^ (x>u^X^ 

\_aj-xXA. /^^'0-vvA4J 



FROM THE DESK OF ERIC P. NEWMAN 



Bowers and Merena Galleries, Inc. 


September 11, 1987 


Box 1224 
WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 
(603) 569-5095 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of September 8th and the interesting enclosure. I will 
use this as a filler in our "Rare Coin Review," so whether or not the 1834-1804 
set finds a buyer, the information will be recorded for the future. It is amazing 
how you come across such obscure things - but I can appreciate it, as I like look¬ 
ing through old sources myself. 

One of my "to do" projects is simply to go through United States Mint reports, 
of which I have copies of most since about 1860, and extract numismatic informa¬ 
tion from them - possibly putting them in some sort of a scrapbook or published 
collection. There is a tremendous amount of information concerning the circula¬ 
tion of coins in various areas, production problems at the Mint, and so on. There 
is relatively little about die work, what engravers are doing, and so on, but 
there is much of value in a broader scope. 

Things are hectic here with about a dozen different projects. We have the pleasant 
situation of being overwhelmed (almost) with incoming consignments from people want¬ 
ing to sell coins - a pleasant prospect, but one which does not allow a great deal 
of time for certain other activities. Anyway, all is just fine on balance, and 
I hope the same is true with you. 

t to you and Evelyn. 




Q. David Bowers 


QDB/nkv 


Your friends in the rare coin business 




Prof. Theodore V. Buttrey 
6 De Freville Ave. 
Cambridge CB4 IHR 
England 

26 November 1989 


Dear Eric, 

It was kind of you to telephone, and to suggest my nomination for 
the Huntington medal. In declining I was not altogether truthful, 
since truthfulness would also have been impolite. But this week an 
article appeared in the Times Literary Supplement which said it all — 
a xerox is enclosed. It seems best to use it to clarify my feelings, 
so as to emphasize that it is not that I am annoyed at past events or 
sitting around waiting to be begged. The question is a different one. 

You'll doubtless know this Texas story already; it's the 
presentation as much as the facts that caught my attention. For books 
read Western gold bars; for T.J.Wise read John Ford and the Stacks; 
for the ABAA read the ANS; and for Tom Taylor read TVB. Read it 
through if you will; then come back to the letter. 


Before I begin, let me tell you something which I have hitherto 
confided only to Bill. The annual medal of the Royal Numismatic 
Society is conferred by the Council, on which I have sat for the last 
5 years or so. In that time I have twice tried to get it for you, 
convinced that you stand far ahead of many of the other nominees both 
for your publications and for your many services to numismatics. So 
far it hasn't worked, in large part because this is a conservative 
group who naturally think of ancient and medieval numismatics before 
modern, and the old world before the new. But I will keep trying. 

I tell you this because what follows might sound as if I don't 
recognize your wonderful contributions, but I do. 

The terms of the enclosed article are easy to translate to my own 
experience. The iniquitous gold bars have long been recognized for 
what they are by the best people in the field, including yourself. No 
one, including yourself, has been willing to come to grips with them - 
- except for me. I took on the Mexican bars, and can feel some modest 
pride in helping to get them recognized for what they are. In the 
course of it I suffered a certain amount of abuse at the New 
York/Washington Congress; and when I produced 2 scholarly articles the 
ANS refused to publish them, I was threatened with law suits, and 
vituperative letters about me were circulated behind my back. But I 
did a job which needed doing. (In the event one of the articles was 
published by the RNS, the society which I now consider my home.) 

Mexico is my line, after all; the US isn't. Who is going to do 
the same sort of expose of the much larger problem of the Western 
bars? Apparently not you. You have gone on about them for years in 
private; what have you done in public? Of all the US numismatists 
living today, you have a unique combination of experience and 
authority, you have more leverage than any man alive, and you have a 






intellectual position on the bars. Yet you do nothing. You 
apparently don't even help others — at least that has been my own 
experience. You will recall that, desparing that no one else would 
act, I asked if you would at least help to finance my expenses in an 
investigation of the Smithsonian bars. When you declined, as not 
wishing to get too close to it, I arranged that you might make the 
contribution through the Univ. of Michigan graduate school where a 
subvention could be disassociated from its source. 

But for all the talk you have provided nothing, and I have gone 
on to other things. I do feel that I have done my part. Why don't 
you do yours? or see to it that someone else does? Meanwhile, through 
silence and inaction the Smithsonian bars are still there for all to 
be misled, and many of the bars have been authenticated in Kagin's 
idiotic book which is now a historical source in libraries all over 
the country. 

What it comes down to, in my own mind, is the fundamental 
question. Why do we spend our time and energy on this discipline at 
all? In a universe bursting with quasars, or in a world where the 
Salvadoreans are being murdered right and left, what we do as 
numismatists has very little objective significance in itself. But it 
is what we — or I — have dedicated our lives to in seriousness. I 
have few illusions about the varying quality of my publications, but I 
will claim one quality for them all, namely scholarly honesty. That, 
to my mind, is an active virtue, not just the shunning of its 
opposite. We can no more avoid grappling with those things that 
threaten the integrity of our discipline, than a doctor can ignore 
infection spreading in his patient. If he does that he should leave 
the profession. If we are not committed to what we are doing, if we 
ignore that the very materials with which we work, and which we make 
available to others "are literally nothing" (as the article quotes), 
what purpose have we at all? As the man said, it "is sad and 
terrible". 

It is that commitment which I have found wanting in the Society. 
(For the record, I'm not talking about the curatorial staff.) As in 
the Texas instance, no one is willing to carry the can. For years the 
ANS, and you specifically, have evaded this issue. When, at the last 
meeting of Council that I attended, Baldy said "I think we should 
forget the whole damn thing", I knew that the Society and I were no 
longer on the same track, and that I could no longer stay. You spoke 
on the phone of problems in the past, and suggested that no connection 
be drawn between the Society and the Huntington medal. But it is not 
a question of the past; it is still the case, right now, that you 

people will not face up to what must be historically the most 

corrupting swindle in American numismatics that has ever happened, 
that goes on corrupting our studies day after day because you will not 
act. (Didn't you just have a meeting on US gold?) The ANS cannot be 
policeman for the trade; but when the very material that makes the 
study of numismatics meaningful is openly corrupted, and when the ANS 

tries to pretend that it doesn't really matter, then you have taken a 

position which makes work like mine meaningless (yours too, come to 
that). To my mind this is a betrayal of all that we professionally 
stand for. 


That is why I will never accept the Huntington medal. To do so 
is to acquiesce in the Society's evasion of its responsibility. I 
have kept the faith, while, to my mind, you haven't. But cheer up. 
If I had had the medal I would have spoken at the January meeting on 
the Smithsonian gold bars, and how on this question the Society has 
failed us all. So it's just as well. 

I'm sending copies of this letter to Bill and Margaret, in the 
hope that it will clarify my position and make further discussion of 
it unnecessary. 


Yours as ever. 
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FROM THE DESK OF ERIC P. NEWMAN 






CDISON BROTHCRS STORES 

INTEROFFICE MEMO 


January 16, 1990 


ERIC NEWMAN 


On January 4 I removed from the Mercantile library the following Chapman 
catalogues for Frank Wilkinson to look at: 

C leneay 

- Bushnell 

- Parsons 

- Bement (2 volumes) 

~ Harlan P. Smith 

, Mills 

- Wilson 
4-— - Jewett 

- Jenks 

I plan on returning these ten catalogues sometime this week. 


mb 



back 







r-tr\. 


form «602 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOOETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6310s 


(j-zy-cr^ 


y 


January 16, 1990 



Clifford Mishler 
Krause Publications 
700 E. State Street 
lola, WI 54990 


Dear Cliff: 

Early American Numismatics of La Jolla issued a price list of Colonial Coins 
containing an offering of the third edition of EPMOA. In large letters on 
the first line "definative" is misspelled. Then follows a stated number of 
pages as 432 instead of 482, creating an error I rate as 50-50. Scrip is spelled 
"crisp," creating a word jumble puzzle. 

If you paid for that insertion, you deserve a refund. If you didn't, we both 


deseirve better press. 






mb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, ^Missouri 63105 


April 17, 1990 


Bernard Edison 


You asked us to return for study the 1794 U.S. one cent which you were 
kind enough to give us and which contains a doubled edge legend. I 
believe you wanted to send it to Walter Breen for inclusion in his pending 
cent study. Please limit the time for possession of it to a month or 
so, as it has been taken out of a museum display of errors and there 
is a hole in the display waiting for its return. 



Eric P. Newman 


EPNibv 


BROCKAGE ON BOTH SIDES OF A WORN D.S. LARGE CENT 
WITH PROPER ALIGNMENT AND NATURAL TONING 


First it should be determined what the date of the coin is so as to know 
if it was made with a hard collar die or not. 

If it was struck during a soft collar period, the following theory is to 
be considered: 

Two planchets by chance stick together or are picked up together and in the 
haste of feeding planchets into the coining press are not removed in time 
before striking. This would result in a uniface obverse on one planchet 
and a uniface reverse on the other. These do occur. These uniface pieces 
should be discarded by the coiner or inspector unless they can be restored 
for use. 

The coiner could fit one uniface into the bottom die and have it restruck, 

but this might spread the planchet too widely because it has spread somewhat 
during the first strike. 

The other uniface piece would have to be pasted or struck onto the top die 
for restriking but this is impractical. If the flat side of that piece were 
instead laid on the bottom die, the top die would probably not come down 
in register (spoiling the struck top side) or if carefully aligned, would 
jar the struck side out of position when the top die hit the coin against 
the bottom die. The problem of spread exists in this situation also. 

However, if the coiner turns both struck faces inward and puts a blank planchet 
between them, he has a sandwich of three pieces. He can turn the sandwich 

over 180 degrees and put it back in the press. When struck, it will put 

an obverse on the other side of the reverse uniface and a reverse on the 

other side of the obverse uniface. The in-between planchet will get a double 

brockage. There is no register problem. The strike pressure on a stack 

of three would not spread the diameter nearly as much as it would spread 
one piece. The previously struck uniface faces would not be severely damaged 
as they sink into soft copper and do not touch any iron dies. The in-between 
brockage could be fed back into the press alone but it can easily slip by 
unnoticed because it has a design on both sides. All three planchets are 
salvaged by this method and none are discarded for remelt. 

My reason for not applying this theory to a hard collar situation is that 

neither of the two uniface pieces would go back into the hard collar by hand 
placement, one having been forced out by the lower die and the other having 
been unrestrained by any collar and thus too wide. 

Maybe someone has a better theory, assuming this wasn't devilment a long 

time ago. 


Eric P. Newman 



5/30/90 


Do vou thi 


Do you think a genealogical 
study should be made as to 
possible descendants of the 
person named in this excerpt 
from page 998 of THE NUMISMATIST, 
June 1990? 



FROM THE DESK OF ERIC P. NEWMAN 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 22, 1990 


Mr. Mark Van Winkle 
Heritage Rare Coin Galleries 
Heritage Plaza 
Highland Park Village 
Dallas, TX 75205-2788 

Dear Mr. Van Winkle: 

Thank you for sending me four issues of LEGACY. I am appreciative of 
your request to arrange for an interview with me for LEGACY, but after 
further consideration, I have determined to decline for the present. 

If you wish to suggest reading material to your LEGACY readers, you 
might refer them to: 

T.V. Buttrey, "False Mexican Colonial Gold Bars," Memorias de la 
Academia Mexicana de Estudios Numismaticos, Vol.III, No. 9 (1973-1974), 
pp. 21-42. 

Edgar H. Adams, "Private Gold Coinage of California," American 
Journal of Numismatics , Vol. XLVI, No.2 (April 1912), pp. 64-66; 
Reprinted in Private Gold Coinage of California (New York 1913) 
pp. 104-106. 

Paul E. Garland vs. Thomas Ryan, 1969 records of the Circuit Court 
of Cook County, Illinois, Municipal Dept., First Division, 
NO.69-M1-120329. 


Sincerely yours. 


Eric P. Newman 
President 


EPN:bv 

c: Steve Ivy 

James I. Halperin 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63 lo^ 


Mr. Lawrence Goldberg December 4, 1991 

Superior Galleries 
9478 W. Olympic Blvd. 

Beverly Hills, CA 90212 

Dear Larry: 

You indicated that the Pete Smith comments on your catalog of 
the Kuntz collection (Pennywise 11/15/91, p. 350-1) were not sent 
to you in advance of their publication. That does not seem to be 
a desired procedure. 

Under these circumstances I thought some comments on our part 
might be welcome although I'm not a U.S. cent specialist. 

As to Lot 17 I feel you are justified in not giving a grade 
to a deliberately altered coin (tooled). 

As to Lot 20 I too have a nice Smith of Ann Street (whoever 
that was) alteration of a 1793 cent. Apparently the alterer 
sometimes would take a heavily worn 1793 cent and deepen the field 
and shape up the devices and letters. A visible milled or lettered 
edge can determine which cent was so used, whether 1793 or 1794. 

As to Lot 55 a catalog without a typographical error is rarer 
than any coin in it. I presume any cent specialist would know the 
Smith reference without a full citation. 

As to Lot 427 your statement cannot be misinterpreted and is 
clear to everyone. 

As to Lot 527 a planchet clip if used to lower condition is 
perfectly understandable and helps describe the coin. 

As to Lot 857 I feel that rubbing may or may not be from 
circulation, but it certainly is wear. It is as illusory as 
"cabinet friction". Mint State does not really seem appropriate. 

No person is perfect, no catalog is perfect, and almost no 
coin is perfect, but that is the goal. 



Eric P. Newman 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue., St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


R. Tettenhorst 


May 15, 1992 


I have examined the worn 1795 U.S. half cent struck over a 
rolled and cut down 1794 Talbot Allura & Lee cent which half cent 
has a partially crushed PAYA remaining on its edge and a small 
partial clip on the face about 180 degrees opposite the PAYA. The 
internal arc of the partial clip has the same radius as TAL cent. 

In my opinion this resulted in the following manner. 

The TAL coins were first rolled thinner before they were cut 
by a cookie cutter one at a time to the diameter required for a 
half cent planchet. Then the planchet was struck with half cent 
dies to mint the half cent. 

In feeding the TAL planchets into the roller for making them 
thinner they would be fed by hand one at a time. In this instance 
two TAL cents were fed into the roller, one partially on top of the 
other. This resulted in an impression of part of each coin on the 
others similarly to the striking of one coin on top of another. 
This created a dent in each coin the same shape as the invisible 
portion of the sun or moon during and eclipse. 

When this defective piece came to the cookie cutter operator 
he tried to salvage as much of the good part of the piece as he 
could and instead of centering the cut out he placed the piece with 
as much of its undamaged portion as possible within the cookie 
cutter area. That meant going all the way to the edge so as to cut 
away as much of the damage as possible in making the half cent 
planchet. The thin raised lip line on the outside of the remaining 
defect could have resulted from a folding of the edge in the cookie 
cutter because that part was not as thick as the balance. 

Thus when the half cent was struck from this defective 
planchet the partial clip showed some of the design od the original 
TAL on the surface of the partial clip. The wear of the coin in 
circulation smoothed the lip line. 

When I use the term cookie cutter this is a short way of 
describing a planchet cutter of the type having as its lower 
section a flat top block with a circular opening vertically 
through it having as its upper section a solid cylindrical punch 
of virtually the same diameter to force part of the material into 
the lower section thereby cutting a planchet out of the material. 


Tettenhorst^s friend. 



AmericanNumismatic 


Donn Pearlman 
Governor 
P.O. Box 750 
Skokie. IL 60076 
Phone: (708) 679-5723 


July 11, 1992 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

It has come to my attention that you have received yet 
another numismatic-related honor; to wit, a well-deserved 
commendation from the Commonwealth of Virginia for outstanding 
research on the Colonial Virginia copper halfpenny. 

Mr. Newman, I must, however, protest. 

I have calculated that at the present rate of accolades and 
authorship being accumulated and composed by you and Q. David 
Bowers that within two years there will be absolutely no honors, 
awards, or numismatic reference book and manuscript titles 
available for anyone else. 

You obviously have too much unsupervised activity time. 

To give other people a fair chance to compete, I recommend 
you seek a seat on the ANA Board of Governors. Once elected, the 
ridiculous amount of time you will be required to spend fighting 
petty political squabbles, pondering financial statements, and 
writing committee reports that later will be totally ignored by 
the rest of the Board will either discourage or outright prevent 
you from being able to produce additional numismatic scholarship. 

If I am unable to convince you to (again) seek elected 
office, then I will have no other choice but to offer my sincere 
congratulations on the recognition you received recently from 
Virginia, and to add that I look forward to seeing you next month 
in Orlando at the ANA convention. 


Best wishes. 



Donn Pearlman 


Wrld's largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens • Chartered by Congress 






ERiC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 C&cil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Donn Pearlman July 14, 1992 

P.O. Box 750 
Skokie, IL 60076 

Dear Donn; 

Your July 11, 1992 letter of protest indicates that I have too 
much unsupervised time and from your gubernatorial experience you 
offer an elective remedy. 

However the Constitution of the United States prohibits cruel 
and unusual punishment for alleged crimes such as restraint of 
research competition. Service as a member of Board of Governors 
of ANA might be construed to be cruel and unusual punishment and 
thus unconstitutional. No one listens to me now and I would be 
hard pressed to find a way to lower my negative rating by such 
service. 

I published the Virginia research in 1956 and it was very kind 
of the Virginia Assembly to acknowledge it in 1992. You can 
appreciate the timeliness of politcal action. 

Thank you for your good wishes. I'll thank you again in 
Orlando. 



Eric P. Newman 


^ _ ^ 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 6^10$ 




August 24, 1993 


Mr, R. Tettenhorst 
P. 0. Box 14020 
St. Louis, MO 63178 


You have submitted a 1794 Breen 2 Half Cent to me for an opinion as to whether 
it is genuine. It is Lot #1 from the Bowers & Merena sale of 9/14/93. It 
is most unusual because it lacks any trace of edge lettering. It is in heavily 
worn and badly pockmarked condition on the reverse. Its obverse is smooth 
and well worn and somewhat pockmarked. Its specific gravity is normal. Whether 
the pockmarks result from a planchet made from a poorly cast copper bar or 
from a poorly rolled strip or from chemical exposure is difficult to determine 
because of the excessive wear thereafter. It shows no sign of being an electro 
or cast piece, and I do not know who would undertake to make a copy of such 
a miserable coip. It has normal color from long natural circulation. 

I*.' 

It is always possible that a workman could fail to put a planchet through the 
Castaing machine. 


In addition, however, the normal 1794 planchets were thicker than those of 
1795. The submitted coin is thinner than customary 1794 pieces. Perhaps this 
is the result of a 1795 planchet ending up being struck with 1794 dies during 
the changeover period. It would then have no edge lettering. The 1795 planchets 
vary in source and in quality of preparation. Please compare this coin's 
thickness and weight with other 1794 pieces of the same variety to see if they 
differ. Then, compare it to other 1794 and 1795 pieces in general to see if 
that leads to a clearer conclusion. \ t 

>04 fUi ft 


Now it is your problem. 







Eric P. Newman 


mb 


BERNARD EDISON 


PO BOX I -4020 
ST, LOUIS. MO 63 I 76 



June 9, 1998 


ERIC NEWMAN 


Recently you asked me if I knew the present location of the 
1793 half cent altered to create a portrait of Washington on 
the obverse. On page 81 of Breen's half cent book he lists 

two known examples: 

in the Mint Cabinet Collection (obtained sometime before 
1860), and 

in the Charles I. Bushnell sale by Chapman of June 1882, 

Lot 1254. Breen states that this was owned by William Sumner 
Appleton and given to the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
He adds "When I saw it, it was in Tray 291 with other 

Washington medals." 

Breen also lists two auction records of electrotype copies 

possibly representing a single piece. 

William Legget Bramhall auction by Banks, Merwin & Co., May 
1859, lot 406. 

- Henry W. Holland sale by Woodward, November 1878, lot 2001. 

Breen states that one of these eletrotype is in the Kagin 
Reference Collection. 

You can undoubtedly verify from the Massachusetts Historical 
Society whether they still own their specimen. I recently 
acquired an electrotype. I do not know if it is the specimen 
from the Kagin collection or that of Bramhall or a third specimen. 
If Kagin still has his, then there are at least two. 

I am still working on the 1795 half cent struck over an Immunis 
Columbia cent. 



BERNARD EDISON 


mb 


April 21, 1999 


ERIC NEWMAN 


Last week at the EAC Convention in Cincinnati, I sold the 
1806 C3 specimen owned by EPNNES to Don Valenziano for $7,500. 
This is the specimen that I donated to EPNNES some years 
ago. In this transaction, I used my nom de plume of R. 
Tettenhorst, although Don is well aware of my actual name. 

My check for $7,500 payable to EPNNES is enclosed. 



Enclosure 


C'r ’ Ay V 


December 28, 1999 


Mr. Harvey G. Stack 
123 W. 57th Street 
New York, NY 10019-2280 

Dear Harvey: 

Your greetings in your 12/23/99 letter are appreciated. 
May you and your family thirve and enjoy everything 
in the next century. 

You asked if I would be interested in employment by 
Stacks, but before I consider it I must ask what retirement 
plan benefits do you have. 


My best. 







CAJ^ A, 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


December 28, 1999 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, .Miss( 
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Letter to the Editor 
COIN WORLD 
P.O. Box 4315 
Sidney, OH 45365 


Because Harvey Stack suggested the program of issuing 
U.S. quarter dollars with state insignia on the reverses 
I suggest the following advertisement or sign for use 
by Stacks: 

In the Stacks of Quarters 
At the Head-Quarters of Stacks 
The Concept was Created for 
State-ly Quarters by Stack. 



40 Year Coin World reader, 
Eric P. Newman 
St. Louis, MO 


EPN:bv 


P.S. If you use this, please put the advertisement text 
in four lines as written above. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, M.issouri 63105 


November 1, 2000 


Mr. Bernard Edison 
500 Washington Ave, 

Suite 1234 

St. Louis, MO 63101 

Dear Bernard: 

We thank you for your continued donations to our organization by sending 
us a check for $8,645.00. Your confidence in our educational work and 
the importance of our collection is very much appreciated. 

Nothing of value has been or will be received by you in connection with 
this gift. 

Your generosity and helpfulness are gratefully acknowledged. 


Sincerely, 

ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



Eric P. Newman, President 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 13, 2001 


American Numismatic Assn. 
American Numismatic Society 
Numismatic Literary Guild 
Krause Publications 


It was a delightful honor on August 11, 2001 in Atlanta, Georgia, 
to receive the Burnett Anderson Award for Numismatic Writing. 

It encourages the continuance of the many exciting opportunities 
to do numismatic research and writing. 

Thank you for making this possible for the recent past and the 
future. I am sure Burnett Anderson would be very pleased. 


Sincerely, 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN:bv 
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1350 Keu’comb, Hc^v.^rd R. ORlGIN.'^l. MANT'SCPIP 
A COMPLETE SET OF CHOrCH L’X.'TED STATRS H.MF 
THE HOVVARD ROUNDS NEWCOMB COLlECnG>, 
varieties Detroit, undated Tour r.un-.bered 
Newcomb's ietterhe^d printed in blue ink at the 
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FROM THE DESK OF ERIC P. NEWMAN 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Eric Newman writes, 

On p. 259 et seq. of the September 2009 P-W, there’s a beginning of FUGIO CENT DIE 
STUDY written by Michael S. McLaughlin. There are several thoughts which come to mind as I 
read this wonderful contribution to the subject. 

You indicated that this item will be published in following issues P-W into 2011. We would 
like to combine all segments into one folder or booklet for ourselves—thus will you send us an 
extra copy of the first McLaughlin segment and one extra of each of the following segments? 
Perhaps you or the author intends to publish a complete assembly after the F-IE publications; but 
in the meantime, a grouping of the segments is needed by us and perhaps others. . . 

As you know, I had assembled, written and had published in 2008 a book entitled United States 
Fugio Copper Coinage of 1787. I included a mention of McLaughlin’s contribution to the field. I 
attempted to point out that the coinage was not the denomination of CENT. 1 might suggest that 
in subsequent segments of McLaughlin’s study this might be modified accordingly, as no 
mention of the word CENT is in the 1787 proceedings. Also, the weight agreed upon did not 
conform to the 1785 statutory requirements of the denomination of the copper cent. The first 
segment of McLaughlin’s kindly reference to my early work as in 1952 should also be January- 
Febmary 1949 as revised in 1952.1 was then wrong in using the word CENT, but I did not know 
better then. A reprint of my 1949 article is in my 2008 book... 

Lastly I want to mention that I have almost prepared and am discussing with the publishers of 
my 2008 Fugio book an Addenda and Errata for it. Would you be interested in publishing that? I 
would include a reference to McLaughlin’s work but would not use any of his data. Is this a 
practical idea for the benefit of your readers at an appropriate time? As you may know, 1 write 
only for pleasure and on a not for profit basis just as you and many others do. . . 

Editor’s Note: Messrs. Newman and McLaughlin have now been put in direct mail contact with 
one another. And I have told Eric that I would be veiy pleased to publish an Addenda and Errata 
to his book. In addition, as suggested in the articles by Howard Pitkow and James Higby in this 
issue of Penny-Wise, as “completion” comes to mean locating an ever smaller and tougher-to- 
locate group of rarer and rarer pieces, and prices for Federal copper continue to climb into the 
stratosphere, perhaps it’s time to revisit other areas of early American copper—such as the Fugio 
coppers. 


******** 


* * 


FROM THE INTERNET 

Gene Anderson 


NEW MEMBERS 

Joining since our last report are Neil Aitcliison, Peter Mosioiid, Bill Anderson, Mike 
Mathews, Kevin Vinton, and Bob Holmes. Region 8 currently has 405 active members. Total 
EAC membership at last count was about 1269. Where are the rest of you guys? 


360 


